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It is pretty well known now, that any folding knives that have a thumb stud on 
the blade to facilitate one-handed opening, are now legally and officially listed 
under the heading of switchblade knives.    Apparently this has been law in 
Australia for sometime, even though we at PB have been importing them 
without any problems or permits for the past few years. 

However, a quick call to the office of the Minister for Justice and Customs in Canberra has 
assured us that, from here on in, permits will be required for any future importations.  We must 
stress though that this ruling only applies to importing the knives from overseas and ��� to 
sales of these knives that are already in the country.   Therefore, please be assured that PB 
customers DO NOT have to have a permit to purchase these types of knives from us.  We have 
already complied with this ruling on your behalf.   
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25th March 2006 
 
Dear Mike, 
 
In answer to your enquiry regarding the J.Nowill Fairbairn Sykes knife, the 
Specification number E/1323E is dated November 1949. 
 
I do not believe any J.Nowill Fairbairn Sykes commando knives have 
been issued to the military for at least fifty years. 
 
The ones we currently make follow the 1949 spec. with the exception of 
the Nowill marks and the top nut. 
 
The Nowill marks are used to distinguish them from far eastern products; 
the hexagon top nut to give a tighter assembly. 
 
I trust this information is of interest and answers your questions. 
 
 
Signed on behalf of 
��������������������������	��������������

�

J. Adams 
Owner & Managing Director 



�

���	�
�

�
�
�



�

�������������	���	 ������������������������������������	�
�������
� ���
�� ��!"#�$%��"�&�'
�(�"���)����*+,+���������������������������������-�	�.��
���
/0�1	�	1�����2����1"-�
����.�3,�*3%%�,454�������������������������������������������������������������������
�
����

���	���

���������	��	�
����








���������	��	�
����








���������	��	�
����








���������	��	�
����








	 			
�

1��	������	����������������������� �	�������������� �����������	��������*���	������
������	����������� ������������	������������	������ ���������	�����������	�����������	���
����������,������������������������������������	��	 ����	��������	�����������������������	���
������	����� ���������������������������	� ����1��	 ������������0��������������������������
�

�������� ����
����
�������
�������
���������������� ����������
��������������������������������������
����������������������������������

���������		��
���
���
��������������������������
�������������������	��
	����������������������  

� ���������	����� �

!�	� "������ 
������ ���  �
�� � have always been a 
popular choice by many professionals and collectors alike.  
They have two basic types - the Tactical folders and the folding 
Emergency Rescue knife.   The latter being of particular interest 
to Police, Fire, Ambulance or SES Emergency Rescue Units. 
This knife in particular, is unique in the fact that it has no sharp 
point that could injure a trapped victim whilst a rescue attempt 
is being made to free them from a mangled car wreck. �

The point is rounded to prevent such a thing occurring. 
 

The blade is also  equipped with a very sharp seat-belt cutter 
and has a razor sharp, partially serrated edge that will cut 
through rope or cords or most other such materials with ease. 
 

On the far end of the ergonomic handle is a solid pointed stud 
which is used to smash through the windscreens or side win-
dows of any vehicle. This, I believe, should be a standard tool 
for any members of the rescue services. It is also a useful item 
to have in any motor vehicle in case of accident. 
 

The Tactical folders speak for themselves and would be useful 
for many applications.  All the knives are made from tough 
440C stainless steel and promise a lifetime of useful service.  
The blades are also fitted with a thumb-stud to facilitate easy 
one-handed opening. 
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